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OUR ARTISTS

40 DEGREES SOUTH
A staple of the folk scene for four 
decades, 40 Degrees South is an 
acapella group singing traditional 
and trad‑style folk songs. While 
mostly known for their repertoire 
of maritime songs and shanties, 
they also sing songs of Australian 
colonial history, songs with 
industrial themes, gospel songs, 

and traditional chorus songs. They have performed 
at festivals around Australia and overseas, including 
the Connecticut Sea Music and Old Songs Festivals in 
the USA. Don Brian, Thomas Hanson, Chris Maltby and 
Margaret Walters have recently been joined by the young, 
redoubtable Jude Alexander.

Saturday Biamanga 10.00am
Saturday Yuin Folk Club Stage 1.05pm
Sunday Yuin Folk Club Stage 3.30pm  
(Songs 0f Social Struggle)

AMAIDÍ
Amaidí is here to get you out of 
your seats and onto your feet with 
absolutely pumping tunes. Rooted 
in the rich traditions of Irish, 
Scottish, and Australian music, this 
four-piece band pushes the 
boundaries of neo-trad with 
electrifying energy, driving rhythms, 
and bold contemporary twists. 

From blistering reels and powerhouse songs to slow-
burning ballads that stop time, Amaidí brings a sound that 
grabs you and does not let go.

Friday Biamanga 10.25pm
Saturday Session Shed 12.45pm (Session)
Saturday Wandella 2.40pm
Sunday Biamanga 4.30pm

ANDREA KIRWIN AND 
CLAIRE EVELYNN

Australian/Fijian singer-songwriter 
Andrea Kirwin and her wife 
Claire Evelynn have been travelling 
and performing at festivals 
together since they met in 2008 as 
part of Andrea’s band. However, 
their duo show with Claire 
performing on Celtic Harp began 
with a Woodford Folk Festival 

Small Halls tour in 2021. The combination of Celtic Harp 
along with Andrea’s soulful heartfelt original songs which 
she performs on vocals, guitar, harmonica, cigar box guitar 
and stomp has been described by many as a spell-
binding combination. Andrea’s originals are beautifully 
crafted songs about her life experiences, including stories 
from her multicultural upbringing in Townsville as well as 
love songs written for Claire.

Friday Yuin Folk Club Stage 9.25pm
Saturday Wandella 12.00pm
Saturday The Yarnin’ 4.00pm (Workshop)

ANDY BAYLOR AND THE  
HARD TRAVELLIN’ TROUBADOURS

Roots music maestro, Andy Baylor, 
presents Songs from the Lost 
Highway – The Poetry and 
Western of Hank Williams with his 
band – Pete Fidler on steel and 
mandolin, Garry Steel on accordion, 
plus an array of guest musicians 
and vocalists. Hank’s songs take us 
on a lonesome trip down the 

Lost Highway of song drawing on folk, gospel, country 
and hillbilly blues.

Friday Yuin Folk Club Stage 10.30pm
Saturday Wandella 1.05pm (Hank Williams Show)
Sunday Yowrie 12.45pm (Workshop)

BEGA VALLEY MALE VOICE CHOIR
The Bega Valley Men’s Choir 
formed after the Black Summer 
fires of 2019-2020 by conductor 
Geoffrey Badger.

It has succeeded as a source of 
strength, beauty, community and 
connection between men across 
the valley since that time. Filled 
with rich, deep harmonies, love 

songs and lullabies, the sound of the choir lifts spirits and 
soothes the soul.

Sunday Gulaga 9.00am

BIOLUMINESCENCE
Cobargo Folk Festival welcomes 
back this groundbreaking youth 
empowerment program that 
transforms young people into 
environmental storytellers and 
digital artists. Participants embark 
on a journey, learning cutting-edge 
nature videography and 
professional editing techniques 

before mastering the art of video projection mapping.

Led by local artist, Scott Baker, through hands-on 
workshops, participants capture the biodiversity of their 
local environment, weaving and creating a narrative that 
celebrates the world around us. The program culminates 
in spectacular live projections, transforming ordinary 
surfaces into immersive wonderlands of light and sound.

Saturday night
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BLACK JOAK MORRIS

Cobargo regulars for many years, 
Black Joak Morris performs the 
traditional folk dancing of the 
bucolic English Cotswolds 
(Gloucestershire and Oxfordshire). 
Morris dancing is fresh and varied, 
friendly and skilled, danced to live 
music provided by our talented and 
knowledgeable musicians. 

The Joakers are an energetic side from Sydney who 
couple athletic displays with bright costumes and loud 
bells to delight and mystify audiences of all ages.

On the street throughout the festival
Sunday Brolga 11.50am (Workshop)

BROKEN CREEK
Broken Creek reimagines 
Australiana on banjo, guitar, fiddle 
and voice, exploring stories from 
Australia’s past and present. 
They perform original songs about 
small-town Australia – tunes 
inspired by the land – and 
reinterpret lost songs from the 
archives. Broken Creek’s albums, 

Small Town Anthropologies and Yeah Nah, were finalists 
for Traditional Album of the Year at the Australian Folk 
Music Awards, and they were 2024 Duo of the Year 
finalists. Broken Creek’s latest project, Folk from the 
Archive, revives songs from the National Library of 
Australia and celebrates the tunes and songs of bush 
musician and singer Sally Sloane.

Friday Yuin Folk Club Stage 6.00pm
Saturday Yuin Folk Club Stage 12.05pm
Sunday KidBargo! 11.00am (Kids’ Workshop)

CANBERRA CÉILÍ CLUB
The Canberra Céilí Club is a new, 
energetic band bringing traditional 
Irish and bush tunes together for 
young children and families. 
They are a band of experienced 
players who lead simple, joyous 
dances which are called from the 
floor to focus little minds and 
support participation.

Saturday KidBargo! 3.00pm (Family Dance)
Sunday Session Shed 11.45am (Session)

CANBERRA EUROSESSION
The Canberra Eurosession is a new 
musical community celebrating the 
diversity of European folk dance 
music. Between the group’s 2024 
debuts at the NFF and Majors 
Creek Festival, it has expanded its 
repertoire to include tunes from all 
Council of Europe countries, 
drawing inspiration from the UK 

balfolk scene and European ethnomusicologists. 
There will be dancing.

Sunday Brolga 9.30am (Dance Workshop)
Sunday Session Shed 1.30pm (Session)

CHARLEY CASTLE AND 
THE BOYS IN THE WELL

Fast-paced and infectious, 
Charley leads her Boys in the Well 
in a unique brand of Australian 
bluegrass. 

The award-winning quartet’s tunes, 
played in the classic string band 
style, span the spectrum from 
heartbreaking to holler-inducing.

Friday Wandella 3.00pm
Saturday Yowrie 10.00am (Workshop)
Saturday Gulaga 9.40pm

CHRIS WHILE AND 
JULIE MATTHEWS

An unmissable duo who enchanted 
Cobargo audiences three years 
ago. While & Matthews are a 
dynamic force in British folk, known 
for their soaring harmonies, 
powerful songwriting, and 
unmistakable on-stage chemistry. 
With nearly 30 years of touring in 
Australia and multiple BBC Folk 

Award nominations, their music ranges from heartfelt 
ballads to foot-stomping anthems. Champions of 
women’s voices and stories, their songs reflect strength, 
empathy, and social conscience. Musically rich and 
emotionally engaging, their live shows are a must-see for 
any discerning festival audience.

Friday Gulaga 8.40pm
Saturday Gulaga 7.00pm
Sunday Yuin Folk Club Stage 11.00am

CIGÁNY WEAVER
An absolute sensation at our 2024 
festival, we are delighted to 
welcome back Cigány Weaver. 
What started as a gypsy jazz band 
has evolved into a variety of soft 
yearning folk music, cinematic 
instrumentals, Romani and Balkan 
energy, and classic swing. Powered 
by Jo Davie’s soaring vocals, fiery 

violin, ‘Pompe-ing’ guitars, and driving rhythm section, 
Cigány Weaver create a purely acoustic group that 
effortlessly navigates the musical nexus between intimacy 
and raucousness.

Friday Biamanga 9.20pm
Saturday Biamanga 3.40pm
Sunday Gulaga 2.40pm
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CREST OF CROWS
Crest of Crows is a family-led 
collective continuing a proud 
tradition of storytelling through 
song. Led by siblings Naomi and 
Bart Pigram, alongside bassist 
Stefanie Pigram and joined by 
Perth drummer Talya Valenti, the 
group carries forward the saltwater 
sounds of their roots, blending folk, 

country and rock with lived experience and cultural depth. 
Drawing strength from generations of music-making, 
Crest of Crows honour the past while forging a bold new 
chapter in the Pigram musical legacy, delivering songs 
that are grounded, soulful and resonant with truth, place 
and identity.

Friday Biamanga 3.20pm
Saturday Biamanga 5.45pm
Sunday Yowrie 10.15am (Naomi Pigram-Mitchell, IFTE)
Sunday Gulaga 1.35pm

DANIEL CHAMPAGNE
Making a welcome return to 
Cobargo where so much of it 
began. Daniel Champagne first 
picked up guitar as a 5-year-old 
following in the footsteps of a 
musical father. He began writing 
songs at 12, training classically 
throughout his teens and 
performing wherever he could, 

honing his craft and developing the dynamite live show 
that he is renowned for today.

The following decade has seen him release five studio 
albums, tour relentlessly around the globe with upwards 
of 300 shows per year, play some of the biggest 
festivals under the sun and share stages with the likes of 
Tommy Emmanuel, INXS, John Butler, Lucinda Williams, 
Ani DiFranco, Judy Collins and Rodrigo y Gabriela. It’s nice 
to have him back in Cobargo. Don’t miss his show.

Sunday Biamanga 1.00pm

DJINJINUURUN YANGAMUNG: 
SPARKLING STARS SING

A cultural concert curated and produced 
by Uncle Warren Foster. This special 
celebration of Yuin stories and culture 
features Mudjingaal Yangamba, 
The Wallaga Dhaans, Nathan Lygon and 
invited guests, accompanied by an 
original soundscape and stunning digital 

projections from Scott Baker’s Southern Lights. 
Experience how ancient stories and contemporary artistry 
unite in this unique showcase where traditional Yuin 
voices meet innovative visual expression – a highlight of 
the festival not to be missed.

Saturday Gulaga 8.25pm

EAST ROW RABBLE
East Row Rabble is a 
smooth‑operating crew dealing in 
funk, reggae, blues and soul, 
moving hot horn lines like 
contraband and keeping dance 
floors under their control. Front 
man Ben Drysdale runs the mouth, 
delivering songs that interrogate 
life’s messier dealings with honesty, 

hope, and a wink, and is backed by an arsenal of serious 
groove. Built for festivals and late-night takeovers, the 
Rabble has already pulled jobs at the National Folk 
Festival, St Albans Festival and Kangaroo Valley Festival, 
and they’re ready to add Cobargo to the family ledger.

Friday Wandella 10.35pm
Saturday Biamanga 1.15pm
Sunday Wandella 11.00am

EL PONY PISADOR
El Pony Pisador defies musical 
boundaries from their Barcelona 
base, weaving together an 
extraordinary tapestry of global 
sounds from Catalan folk with 
Celtic melodies, Tuvan throat 
singing with Georgian polyphony, 
to  unexpected yet utterly 
captivating.

Born from Barcelona’s vibrant feste majors – community 
celebrations where entire towns become the audience 
– their performances transform concerts into cultural 
experiences. This street-festival DNA infuses every 
show with infectious spontaneity, turning spectators 
into participants and stages into communal celebrations 
El Pony Pisador consistently delivers something rare: 
music that honours tradition while fearlessly pushing 
forward.

Friday Biamanga 8.05pm
Saturday Biamanga 9.20pm
Sunday Biamanga 2.05pm

FELICITY DOWD
We’re so proud that this talented 
performer started at The Crossing 
Youth stage back in the day. 
In 2026 she was nominated for 
New Talent of The Year at the 
Golden Guitar Awards, was the 
2024/25 Toyota Starmaker 
Grand Finalist, 2023 Youth Artist of 
the Year at the Australian Folk 

Music Awards, 2020 NSW Folk Federation Young Artist of 
the Year and Gill Rees Memorial Award winner at the 2023 
National Folk Festival. Felicity Dowd is one of Australia’s 
most captivating singer-songwriters. With deep stories 
and humorous tales, you won’t want to miss the chance to 
see this young troubadour in her element!

Friday Wandella 4.00pm
Saturday Yuin Folk Club Stage 3.25pm
Sunday Yowrie 10.15am (IFTE)
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FELICITY URQUHART & 
JOSH CUNNINGHAM

Since forging a partnership in music 
and life in 2020, Felicity Urquhart & 
Josh Cunningham have become a 
powerhouse duo in the Australian 
folk and country music scene. 
Drawing on decades of their own 
music successes (Josh as a 
member of The Waifs, and Felicity 
as a Country artist and media 

personality), the duo has captivated audiences with their 
masterful songwriting, impeccable musicianship, and 
undeniable chemistry, both in the studio and on stage. 
It’s their first time at Cobargo.

Saturday Biamanga 6.50pm
Sunday Biamanga 12.00pm

FRAN ROBERTSON
With a passion for traditional dance 
from all parts of the world, 
Fran Robertson has experienced 
dance as an international language 
that can transcend borders and 
bias. Musicians Phil Horneman and 
Leslie Spencer provide a mellow 
yet moving accompaniment on 
cello and classical guitar. Fran’s 

previous workshops at Cobargo have been upbeat and 
lively; in contrast, Peace Movement explores dance as a 
contemplation. People with mobility challenges are very 
welcome to join this workshop.

Saturday Brolga 9.00am

GABRIELLE JOURNEY JONES
Gabrielle Journey Jones is a poet 
and percussionist from Maori and 
African bloodlines living on 
Djiringanj Country, Bega Valley 
NSW. Gabrielle has shared her 
words and music at local, national 
and international events for over 
30 years. Gabrielle will perform 
new and favourite original poetry 

from her books published by Ginninderra Press – 
Spoken Medicine (2017), Etymology of Courage (2021), 
The Purpose of Truth (2023), and Arrangements (2025). 
She will officially launch her ‘20 Years of Spoken Word 
Poetry – Audiobook Collection’ recorded at Dignams 
Creek under Gulaga Mountain. Catch Gabrielle in the 
Poetry Tent and co-hosting the Poet’s Breakfast.

Saturday The Yarnin’ 8.00am
Saturday The Yarnin’ 11.30am
Sunday The Yarnin’ 12.45pm

GREG SHEEHAN
A leading figure in Australian 
percussion, Greg Sheehan is a 
performer, teacher and recording 
artist who is significantly 
represented in Australian music 
over the last 50 years. He has been 
a major influence on generations of 
musicians and has literally 
reshaped the map of rhythm. 

In Cobargo with the Laura Targett Band, Greg will 
present a body percussion workshop. All welcome

Sunday The Yarnin’ 2pm (Workshop)

GULAGA DANCERS
The Gulaga Dancers established 
and led by Warren Ngarrae Foster 
are a nationally recognised dance 
troupe, that have continued the 
strong Djiringanj tradition of 
honouring the land and nature 
through dance and artistic 
connection. The Gulaga Dancers 
have shared their culture at 

countless events over the past 20 years – celebrating 
and sustaining the practice of traditional dance across 
the generations.

Saturday Yuin Elders Tent 2.00pm

HAZARA SOUNDS
Hazara Sounds project presents 
leading Afghan Hazara musicians 
from Adelaide performing 
traditional songs of the Hazara 
community. Their unique music 
blends Central Asian rhythms with 
Persian, Pakistani and Indian 
influences. Captivating songs of 
homeland, nature and love are 

presented with dramatic rhythms on traditional 2-string 
tampura as well as harmonium and modern keyboards, 
together with santoor and guitar. Experience this beautiful 
and exciting traditional music by wonderful performers.

Friday Gulaga 7.20pm
Saturday Biamanga 12.10pm
Saturday Yowrie 1.45pm (Workshop)
Sunday Yuin Folk Club Stage 12.05pm

HOWLIN’ MITCH & THE HABANEROS
Howlin’ Mitch & the Habaneros is 
the Sapphire Coast’s premier 
rhythm & blues outfit. Formed in 
2022, the band features blues 
veteran Howlin’ Mitch (guitar/
vocals), Sats Kramer (bass), 
Ashley Welsh-Jones (drums), 
Jad Mitchell (guitar), and 
Drew Forbes (harmonica). With 

decades of collective experience, they blend raw energy 
with soulful musicianship, delivering both originals and 
blues classics. Howlin’ Mitch brings 25+ years of touring, 
a scorching guitar style, and a soulful voice.

Friday Wandella 11.35pm
Saturday Wandella 7.10pm  
(East meets West, Howlin Mitch and Zhang Ling)
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JACQUI MALINS
Performance poet and artist 
Jacqui Malins tells the remarkable 
story of GERT (Gert Bradshaw, 
1906-2001) who raised twelve 
children on a remote property near 
the industrial boom-and-bust town 
of Queenstown in Lutruwita/
Tasmania. Jacqui has performed at 
events including the National 

Poetry Month Gala, the Woodford Festival, National 
Folk Festival and was an Australian Poetry Slam finalist in 
2015. She has published GERT (2025), F-Words (2021) and 
Cavorting with Time (2018) with Recent Work Press. Based 
on Ngunnawal country, Canberra, Jacqui has directed and 
produced poetry events including the 2021 and 2023 
Poetic City Festivals.

Saturday The Yarnin’ 12.45pm
Saturday The Yarnin’ 3.00pm
Sunday The Yarnin’ 12.45pm

JORDIE LANE
Child of a comedian and a clown, 
Nashville-based Australian 
Indi‑Roots artist, Jordie Lane spent 
his early years in a travelling circus. 
Things have changed just slightly 
since then. Jordie Lane marks a 
new chapter with a sound that 
consistently defies genres, with his 
latest wandering somewhere close 

to the outskirts of Americana and 60s inspired folk while 
‘creating a pathbreaking and inspiring sound’ all of its own. 
With irreverent wit and satirical commentary, the songs on 
his latest album Tropical Depression tackle Lane’s 
growing obsession with extreme weather ignited by a 
close call with an EF-3 tornado and its eventual collision 
with his own mental health battles. We are thrilled to 
welcome Jordie back to Cobargo.

Saturday Biamanga 4.40pm
Sunday Gulaga 12.15pm

KAMERUKA BUSH ORCHESTRA
We welcome back Kameruka 
Bush Orchestra performing the 
traditional Australian collected 
tunes for the Welcome Bush 
Dance. During the early days of 
occupation and settlement these 
tunes and dances were performed 
regularly at halls and homesteads 
around the country. A tradition that 

continues today as a major form of community 
entertainment. All ages are welcome.

Friday Brolga 6.00pm (Welcome Bush Dance)
Saturday Session Shed 4.30pm (Session)

KATE BURKE
One of Australia’s most beloved 
folk musicians, Kate Burke 
continues to have an impressive 
career. A four-time Golden Guitar 
Award nominee, she has played 
and recorded with renowned acts 
including The New Graces, 
Andy Irvine, Trouble in the Kitchen, 
Kate Burke & Ruth Hazleton, and 

Luke Plumb. This year she is touring her debut solo 
album, a collection of original songs produced by 
two‑time CMAA Producer of the Year Shane Nicholson. 
Kate’s songs tell powerful stories – from binary star 
systems to bushfires, from skyscrapers to the loss of 
a best friend.

Friday Gulaga 3.10pm
Saturday Gulaga 2.15pm
Sunday Yowrie 10.15am (IFTE)

KAVISHA MAZZELLA
Multi-award winner and songbird 
Kavisha Mazzella is also a 
storyteller, choir leader and sound 
healer. Her original songs’ lyrical 
ingredients include humour, poetry, 
social justice and the spiritual. 
Combine this prowess with the 
voice of an angel and you have the 
experience of a Kavisha concert. 

She has also worked with countless non-English speaking 
communities helping them to reclaim their stories and 
songs. Currently she leads Lingua Madre Italian Folk Choir, 
an Italian folk community choir that also cooks and shares 
traditional recipes.

Friday Biamanga 4.25pm
Saturday Gulaga 12.00pm
Saturday Yowrie 3.00pm (Unity Song Circle)

KIMBERLY K WILLIAMS
Kimberly K Williams is an 
award‑winning poet. Her poems 
are often historically based and 
about every-day women of the 19th 
century. Her second book, 
Sometimes a Woman (Recent 
Work Press 2021), about the 
madams and prostitutes who 
helped to settle the US ‘Wild West’, 

won the 2022 WILLA Literary Award for Poetry. Her third 
book, Still Lives (Gazebo Books 2022), won a Canberra 
Critics Award in 2023 and was short-listed for the 
ACT Poetry Book of the Year. A natural performer, she is a 
lecturer at Central Queensland University and is originally 
from Detroit.

Saturday The Yarnin’ 8.00am
Saturday The Yarnin’ 11.30am
Sunday The Yarnin’ 10.15am
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KYARNA
Kyarna is a Yuin singer-songwriter 
who shares raw, heartfelt songs 
shaped by love, loss and legacy. 
With warm guitar tones and soulful 
vocals, her country-folk sound 
carries stories that speak to 
personal grief and strength. Her 
performances are intimate and 
reflective, creating space for deep 

listening and quiet connection. Audiences are invited into 
a world where vulnerability becomes strength, and music 
becomes a form of healing.

Saturday Yuin Folk Club Stage 6.30pm
Sunday Gulaga 10.05am
Sunday Yowrie 11.30am (IFTE)

LAURA TARGETT
Fiddler, songwriter, musical shape 
shifter, rooted in Celtic and global 
folk traditions, Laura’s music moves 
between genres and generations, 
guided by emotion, skilled 
musicianship, and stories born in 
the space between motherhood 
and melody. With a background 
spanning traditional Irish, 

Middle Eastern, classical and experimental styles, Laura’s 
sound is rich, raw and unmistakably her own. She’s shared 
stages with legends, recorded with world-renowned 
musicians, and taught generations of fiddle students. 
Laura released her debut fiddle album in 2025, with an 
all-star cast of guest musicians and will be featuring tunes 
from the album with collaborators Greg Sheehan on 
percussion, Tom Botting on bass, Ben Stephenson flute 
and bodhran and Oscar Eager on trumpet and piano.

Friday Gulaga 9.45pm
Saturday Gulaga 5.55pm
Sunday Yuin Folk Club Stage 2.30pm

MADHAVA
Madhava is a multifaceted artist in 
his prime, deeply involved in the 
Cobargo community since moving 
here five years ago. At previous 
festivals he has been active as a 
volunteer setting up, working with 
kids doing circus and yoga, 
documenting the event as the 
official photographer, and 

performing his original music both formally and informally 
in late-night jams.

Saturday KidBargo! 12.30pm
Saturday KidBargo! 4.15pm

MAGGIE CARTY AND BAND
From the west of Ireland, banjo 
player and singer Maggie Carty 
brings a fresh, soulful energy to 
Irish traditional music. Now based 
in Melbourne, she blends driving 
banjo rhythms, evocative vocals, 
and influences from Americana 
and Australian folk to reimagine 
old songs with raw emotion and 

groove. Performing with her powerhouse trio – tenor 
guitar, double bass, and percussion – Maggie delivers 
high-energy tunes and heartfelt ballads. Her debut solo 
album, Ebb and Flow, explores themes of emigration, 
tradition, and the Irish diaspora, offering a sound that’s 
both deeply rooted and boldly new.

Saturday Biamanga 11.05am
Sunday Yuin Folk Club Stage 10.00am

MALUMBA
Melodic, virtuosic and eclectic, 
Malumba’s music will take you on a 
sonic journey through many varied 
cultures. From Spain to Africa, 
Ireland through Jamaica via 
Eastern Europe and the deep 
South, Malumba’s original music is 
as varied as the Australian 
multiculture.

Friday Biamanga 6.35pm
Saturday Wandella 9.20pm

MARCIA HOWARD AND 
DAMIAN HOWARD

Renowned singer-songwriters 
Marcia Howard and 
Damian Howard, siblings and 
stalwarts of the Australian music 
scene, unveil their new musical 
collaboration: Homemade Jam. 
Marcia, celebrated for her work 
with the iconic Goanna Band, and 
her award-winning international 

solo-career joins forces with Damian, known for the band 
The Ploughboys and his dynamic song writing and 
performance pedigree, to offer audiences an intimate 
powerful live experience. Homemade Jam is a rich blend 
of harmony, heart and heritage. They will be joined by the 
talented multi-instrumentalist Dave O’Neill.

Saturday Wandella 5.50pm
Sunday Gulaga 11.10am
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MARTYN WYNDHAM-READ
Martyn Wyndham-Read is 
recognised as one of the world’s 
leading exponents of folk song. 
He has been featured on over 65 
albums, including many solo 
albums, and recorded with 
A L Lloyd, Martin Carthy, 
Trevor Lucas, Frankie Armstrong, 
Iris Bishop and Danny Spooner. He 

has appeared at the world’s leading folk festivals for over 
fifty years and says Cobargo as one of his favourites. His 
repertoire spans English ballads, carols, guitar tunes, his 
own songs and an extensive collection of Australian folk 
songs, mostly learned during his time living in Australia in 
the 1950s and 1960s. Legendary folk storytellers, 
Martyn Wyndham-Read and Warren Fahey, come 
together for their special show Bushwhacked, Bothered 
and Bewildered on Saturday.

Saturday Yuin Folk Club Stage 5.30pm  
(Bushwhacked, Bothered and Bewildered Show) 

MATT PREO
Making a welcome return to our 
Festival, award winning singer 
songwriter Matt Preo is well known 
as a local performer and a frequent 
busker. 

He recently won the 2025 John 
P Toomey songwriting award in 
Narromine’s Dusty Boots Festival. 
A local legend, Matt has produced 

4 albums of original material in his 38 year career.

Saturday Wandella 10.00am

MAYPOLE WITH MOLLY
An interactive, family-friendly 
dance experience, 
Maypole with Molly encourages 
kids and adults alike to weave 
colourful ribbons around the 
maypole. Founded in 2009 by 
Erika Cleaver (Molly), a retired early 
childhood teacher and accordionist, 
the group brings playful maypole 

dancing to festivals across Australia, spreading joy and 
tradition through movement. Erika’s husband, Philip 
designed the height adjustable maypole and calls the 
dances. Several dancers join them to support young kids 
in learning the dances.

Saturday KidBargo! 10.00am
Sunday KidBargo! 10.00am

MELINDA SMITH
Award winning poet Melinda Smith 
brings her riveting set to Cobargo. 

Laugh, cry, question your life 
choices and fall in love with the 
power of words – but whatever 
happens, don’t text your ex.

Saturday The Yarnin’ 12.45pm
Saturday The Yarnin’ 2.00pm

Sunday The Yarnin’ 8.00am
Sunday The Yarnin’ 11.30am

MICA MAHANI
Get your body moving and your 
spirits lifted in this playful, high-
energy dance workshop with 
Mica Mahani! Featuring 
easy‑to‑follow choreography, 
trending dance moves, and a 
soundtrack of popular tunes, this 
session is all about having fun. 
Expect a joyful warm-up, a sweat-

inducing dance party, and a gentle cool-down to leave 
you glowing. No experience needed – just bring your 
enthusiasm!

Saturday Brolga 10.20am
Sunday Brolga 8.15am 

MONIQUE CLARE
Wielding a cello, powerhouse 
vocals and magnetic onstage 
energy, Monique Clare is a 
multi‑award-winning songwriter 
whose deeply personal storytelling 
and authenticity evokes tears and 
laughter from audiences around 
the world. Her career has ranged 
from playing cello with Eminem to 

a crowd of 80,000 people, to teaching music in war-torn 
Afghanistan and touring across Europe including 
Cambridge Folk Festival in England, Celtic Connections in 
Scotland and Kaustinen in Finland. Featured on the ABC 
Radio National Music Show, her 2022 album Sight took out 
awards at the Australian Folk Music Awards and 
Queensland Music Awards.

Friday Yuin Folk Club Stage 5.00pm
Saturday Yowrie 11.15am (Pop up Choir Workshop)
Saturday Wandella 3.40pm
Sunday Wandella 10.00am

MUDJINGAAL YANGAMBA
Mudjingaal Yangamba means 
Spirit Singing in Dhurga, one of the 
original languages spoken on the 
South Coast, NSW. Through the 
creation and celebration of song, 
this strong Koori women’s choir 
brings together Elders, Aunties and 
sisters in revitalising their traditional 
languages, sharing their stories with 

community for healing, growth and joy.

Saturday Yuin Elders Tent 11.00am
Saturday Gulaga 8.25pm  
(Djinjinuurun Yangamung: Sparkling Stars Sing)
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NORTHERN RESONANCE
Northern Resonance is a 
Scandinavian string trio that takes 
newly composed folk music into 
a new soundscape. With their 
previously untested combination of 
instruments – viola d’amore, 
hardanger fiddle and nyckelharpa 
– they let Scandinavian music meet 
explosive rhythms and grand 

chamber-like arrangements that take folk music in a new 
direction. All members are highly skilled and 
accomplished musicians, rooted in traditional music. 
With an intense musical connection that is rare, they invite 
you into their world of compositions. There is great life in 
their tunes, and the trio knows how to bring it out.

Friday Gulaga 4.10pm
Saturday Wandella 4.45pm
Sunday Biamanga 10.00am

PHIL INN
An exponent of the rhyme and 
rhythm stories made into poetry.

Mainly reciting Henry Lawson, 
Banjo, Jim Graeme, his own 
and funny ones.

Saturday The Yarnin’ 10.15am
Sunday The Yarnin’ 10.15am

PIPER ALLEN
Based here on the Far South Coast, 
Piper Allen is a singer/songwriter 
whose style of music blends 
dreamy folky sounds with jazzy 
neo soul. Her songs reflect the 
potential that lies beneath our 
everyday emotions and 
experiences. Influenced by her 
familial connection to 

South America she loves Brazilian music particularly the 
soft smooth tones of bossa nova. Supported by her 
partner Taisha Reed on percussion and the incredible 
Nemo Lynn on bass.

Friday Yuin Folk Club Stage 4.00pm
Saturday Gulaga 10.00am

PIRRITU
Pirritu’s music is a gentle, honest, 
and melodic personal journey that 
entices you into the depths of 
sadness, love, and shimmering 
hope. With two album releases 
under his belt, the songman’s work 
honours a cultural journey to 
connect back to land, language, 
and family with a continual thirst for 

deeper understanding of his people and country. Pirritu’s 
music features folk instrumentation weaving amongst his 
unique vocals like the gentle wind and waters that the 
Ngiyampaa man sings of.

Friday Wandella 5.00pm
Saturday Gulaga 1.00pm

PLAYING WITH PLAYFORD
Colin Towns with family band 
Ian and Sarah Bull, will encourage 
mayhem and self-expression 
interpreting dances from 1650 
onwards – the first identifiably 
English dances. 

Colin is encouraging dancers to 
come in costume.

Friday Brolga 8.00pm (English Country Dance)
Saturday Brolga 3.50pm (Workshop)
Sunday Brolga 2.50pm (Dance)

QUEEN OF HEARTS
Drawing from their diverse roots 
across Chile, Colombia, and 
Australia, the band takes a fresh, 
multicultural approach to mariachi. 
With a mission to empower women 
in music, Queen of Hearts is making 
waves across Australia. Featuring a 
cross-cultural all-female line-up, 
they’re pioneering the fusion of the 

Mexican mariachi tradition with a unique contemporary 
twist of folk, blues, pop, and Latin styles – performing 
both original music and traditional classics in Spanish 
and English.

Saturday Gulaga 4.50pm
Sunday Wandella 12.05pm

RANDY DANDY SHANTIES
Originating from a small, noisy bar 
in Redfern and expanding around 
Sydney, Shanty Club believes quite 
simply that everyone can sing, 
they’ve just forgotten how. Come 
and join in with songs of the sea. 
Sing a harmony. Make some noise. 
Forget the words. It’s group 
karaoke done loud and right! Since 

its humble beginnings, the club has popped up in cosy 
corners of Camperdown and the backrooms of Surry Hills 
pubs, where voices echo off timber walls and strangers 
become crewmates.

Friday Gulaga 10.45pm (Late Night Sing)
Saturday Yuin Folk Club Stage 8.55pm
Sunday KidBargo! 1.05pm
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RHIZ, PETE & THE TAGGIN’ 
ALONG BAND

Step into the heart of classic 
country with Rhiannon McArthur 
(Rhiz) and Pete Daffy, as they bring 
to life the timeless duets of the 
1950s and 60s. Like the songs 
preserved within the dusty grooves 
of vintage vinyl hidden in your 
grandparents’ radiogram cupboard, 
Rhiz & Pete blend acoustic guitars, 

tight-knit harmonies, and pure old-fashioned 
entertainment. Together with The Taggin’ Along Band 
– featuring Pete Fidler on dobro and mandolin, 
Donal Baylor on fiddle, and Ross Sermons on double bass 
– they offer an unforgettable show from the golden-era of 
country music.

Friday Wandella 7.05pm
Saturday Yowrie 5.30pm (Workshop)
Saturday Wandella 8.15pm
Sunday Yuin Folk Club Stage 1.10pm

RIVERBEND CHOIR
Riverbend is Bega Valley’s newest 
female voice choir! Led by 
well‑known choral director 
Geoffrey Badger, the choir sings 
songs that evoke strength, 
intelligence and inspiration. 
Riverbend quickly captured hearts 
across the Bega Valley, performing 
at Wanderer Festival 2023, as well 

as supporting the likes of Robyn Martin and 
Djinama Yilaga choir. With a diverse repertoire from 
around the world, Riverbend showcases the strength and 
versatility of the female voice, and the powerful energy of 
our creative community.

Sunday Gulaga 9.00am

ROBYN SYKES
Robyn Sykes is a multi-awarded 
spoken word artist whose poems 
appear in journals and anthologies 
in Australia and internationally, and 
online. In 2023, this dynamic 
performer was inducted into the 
Australian Poetry Hall of Fame at 
Guyra as a Living Legend of 
Australian Poetry for Services to 

Bush Poetry. Robyn presents her work at festivals, 
concerts and events around Australia. She lives on 
Ngunnawal/Wiradjuri country near Canberra.

Saturday The Yarnin’ 10.15am
Sunday The Yarnin’ 8.00am
Sunday The Yarnin’ 11.30am

ROSS KNIGHT AND 
DONNY RICHARDS

Ross Knight is a soulful musician 
and a truth-teller, delivering 
meaningful messages with a 
captivating presence. 

Drawing inspiration from artists 
as diverse as Ben Howard, John 
Butler, Rage Against the Machine, 
and NOFX, Ross weaves intensity 
and heart into every performance. 

A passionate performer, he’s ready to turn heads and 
stir souls.

Saturday Wandella 11.00am
Sunday Yuin Elders Tent 12.50pm

SAPLINGS
Saplings is a daily session just for 
young musicians (approx. 8–18 
years or older). Bring your own 
instrument and come and have 
some fun learning collected songs 
and tunes or join in with percussion 
(some provided). Our expert tutors 
from the Bush Music Club share a 
passion for our music history with a 

great love of bush music and traditional songs and they 
will be there to help you no matter what level you play at. 
We will bring sheet music or play by ear.

Saturday Yuin Folk Club Stage 10.00am (Youth Session)
Sunday Yuin Folk Club Stage 9.00am (Youth Session)

SAPPHIRE TRIBAL BELLY DANCE
A fabulous fusion of movement and 
culture, Sapphire Tribal Bellydance 
blends Middle Eastern traditions 
with influences from Spain, 
Eastern Europe, India and Africa. 
With dazzling swords, swirling 
skirts, colourful shawls, fans and 
extravagant costumes, their 
performances are a vibrant 

spectacle of tribal bellydance, including both 
choreographed and improvised routines. Enjoy the display 
then join them for a fun interactive workshop.

Pop-up performances throughout the festival
Sunday Brolga 1.30pm

SAVOY DANCE
Cathie, Moondog and Adam 
of Savoy Dance are the most 
experienced blues dance teachers 
the nation’s capital have to offer. 
Each teacher has been blues and 
swing dancing and teaching for 
20 years, and have travelled 
extensively to learn from the best 
around Australia and the world. 

They have a passion for bringing fun and laughs into their 
classes. Light hearted and upbeat classes are what you 
can expect, with just the right level of technique to ensure 
you feel informed and challenged.

Saturday Brolga 2.30pm
Saturday Brolga 5.05pm
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SCOTT COOK AND  
THE LITTLE RIPPERS

On his eleventh tour down under, 
veteran road dog Scott Cook is 
reuniting with Australian comrades 
Liz Frencham on upright bass, 
Justin Vilchez on mandolin, and 
Pete Fidler on dobro, to form 
Scott Cook and the Little Rippers. 
Hailing from West Virginia via 
Western Canada, Cook is bringing 

his eighth album, Troubadourly Yours, and a selection of 
new stringband originals to be recorded in Victoria.

Friday Biamanga 5.30pm
Saturday Gulaga 10.50pm
Sunday Wandella 3.55pm

SET IN THEIR WAYS
A lively and passionate group of 
Irish Set dancers based in Canberra, 
we love to share our passion 
through dance displays and 
participatory workshops so 
everyone can experience the 
unbridled joy of dancing to the 
wonderfully infectious and uplifting 
rhythms of Irish music. Expect 

wonderful Reels, Jigs, Hornpipes, Polkas and Slides. 
The music will be provided by Ian Hayden and friends, 
some of the finest exponents of Irish dance music 
currently playing in Australia.

Saturday Brolga 1.10pm
Saturday Brolga 8.45pm (Irish Ceili Dance)

SPERANZA STARBURNER
Specialising in crystal ball contact 
juggling, LED/glow spinning and 
engaging clowning/audience 
participation. Speranza Starburner 
provides opportunities for the 
young and young at heart, a safe 
space to learn and play through his 
shows.

On the street throughout the festival
Saturday KidBargo! 11.15am  
(The Cephalopoddities Shenanigans Show)
Saturday KidBargo! 1.45pm (Kid’s Festival Parade)

STRINGFIDDLE SCOTTISH DANCE
Enjoy experienced and vivacious 
dance teacher Janine Holden with 
Stringfiddle’s energising Scottish 
dance music led by fiddler 
Bob McInnes and pianist Jane Ellis. 

Bob has been a regular at our 
festival since it began, almost 
30 years ago. 

We love him so much that we named our Session Shed 
after him. And you can usually find him there when he isn’t 
on stage.

Saturday Brolga 11.40am (Workshop)
Saturday Brolga 6.55pm (Dance)

SVAVAR KNÚTUR
Icelandic song-poet and raconteur, 
Svavar Knútur, is a master 
storyteller and self-professed 
public health troubadour whose 
hauntingly beautiful folk-infused 
songs explore grief, hope and 
redemption. Drawing inspiration 
from Nick Drake, Leonard Cohen, 
Joni Mitchell, and other masters of 

the troubadour art, his emotive vocals weave humour into 
tales of the northern wilds. With his recent double album 
Ahoy!, he continues a 15-year musical odyssey through 
the storm ridden waves of the human heart.

Friday Gulaga 5.15pm
Saturday Biamanga 7.50pm
Sunday Biamanga 11.00am

THE BEEZ
Once Berliners, now Australian 
residents – Deta C Rayner, 
accordion and vocals, and 
Rob Rayner, guitar and vocals, 
present a bitingly satirical but 
eminently danceable wealth of 
genre-bending original material 
from the sublime to the ridiculous, 
with Deta’s bass baritone accordion 

front and centre. Whether on ABC TV’s Spicks and Specks 
or at Folk Festivals from Vancouver Island to Woodford, 
Dublin to Port Fairy, The Beez deliver a dizzying pastiche 
of comedy and music that leaves their audiences reaching 
for the German-English phrasebook. The Beez – in one 
word? ‘Prost!’

Friday Wandella 8.05pm
Saturday Yuin Folk Club Stage 7.50pm
Sunday Gulaga 3.45pm

THE FIGMENTZ
The Figmentz are a six piece soul, 
funk and roots band from South 
East NSW featuring amazing 
vocals. The band delivers searing 
guitar solos, a funky horn section 
and the tightest rhythm section 
around, enhanced by great 
harmonies and consistently high 
quality sound production. Join them 

in a special Beatles sing-a-long on Saturday and later on 
Saturday night at their remarkable ‘Celebration of the 
Songs of Talking Heads’.

Saturday Gulaga 3.20pm  
(All you need is love: Beatles sing-a-long)
Saturday Biamanga 11.40pm (Talking Heads Show)
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THE HIGH STREET DRIFTERS
The High Street Drifters are a 
bluegrass band from Victoria 
carving out a distinctive place in the 
Australian music landscape. Led by 
mandolinist Justin Vilchez and 
guitarist Daniel Watkins, the band 
features a rotating cast of some of 
the country’s finest bluegrass 
musicians on fiddle, banjo, and 

bass. Together, they deliver the drive and energy of 
modern bluegrass while staying true to the places they’ve 
known. Known for their rich harmonies, breakneck 
instrumentals, and heartfelt songwriting. 

The High Street Drifters bring a fresh and unmistakably 
Australian voice to the genre.

Friday Wandella 6.05pm
Saturday Session Shed 11.00am (Session)
Saturday Yuin Folk Club Stage 2.10pm
Sunday Wandella 2.25pm

THE OTHER NOONANS
The Other Noonans blend satire, 
parody, social justice and more with 
harmony and musicianship. Oh and 
they’re both blind so don’t expect 
any choreography! What you can 
expect however is humour, banter, 
contemporary and trad folk 
combined with snarky originals 
covering everything from 

Guide Dogs to grand kids to wokeism!. They have 
entertained crowds across NSW and at the National Folk 
Festival and are currently working on their first ever Fringe 
Festival show. No politician or genocidal state is safe from 
their snark and gallows humour.

Friday Yuin Folk Club Stage 7.00pm
Saturday Gulaga 11.00am
Saturday Yowrie 12.30pm (Workshop)

THE ROYAL HIGH JINX
Making a welcome return, it’s time 
to break out the dancing shoes. 
Melbourne’s enchanting 
contemporary world music band, 
The Royal High Jinx, brings 
originality, virtuosity, and theatrical 
flair. Their music draws from 
European traditions, adorned with 
Gypsy Jazz, Latin, Balkan and 

Swing rhythms, with a touch of Folk Cabaret. With three 
dynamic albums under their belt, they’ve been described 
as the ‘Balkan Abba’ for their catchy songs, infectious 
tunes and glamourous show.

Friday Biamanga 11.35pm
Saturday Biamanga 10.30pm
Sunday Brolga 10.35am (Dance Workshop)
Sunday Wandella 1.10pm

THE WALLAGA DHAANS
The Wallaga Dhaans defy 
categorisation. Led by 
singer‑songwriter Yuin 
knowledge‑holder, Warren Foster 
Snr, they’ll take you on a wild ride 
through folk, rap, hip hop and 
country songs – much of it in 
language. Dancing is essential.

Saturday Yuin Folk Club Stage 4.30pm
Saturday Gulaga 8.25pm 
(Djinjinuurun Yangamung: Sparkling Stars Sing)

WARREN FAHEY WITH 
MARCUS HOLDEN AND 
GARRY STEEL

Warren Fahey has been a fixture on 
the Australian folk scene for sixty 
years as a collector, broadcaster, 
author and record producer, and 
has been performing and recording 
with Marcus Holden and 
Garry Steel for the past fifteen 
years. He has a unique and deep 
swag of songs, recitations, yarns 

and tunes and is recognised for bringing Australian history 
to life through his storytelling. Warren sings and plays 
concertina and jaw harp. Marcus is multi-instrumental, 
playing mandolin, fiddle, and whatever else is in the boot 
of his car and Garry is one of Australia’s most 
accomplished accordionists. Legendary folk storytellers, 
Martyn Wyndham-Read and Warren Fahey, come 
together for their special show Bushwhacked, Bothered 
and Bewildered.

Friday Yuin Folk Club Stage 8.20pm
Saturday Yuin Folk Club Stage 11.05am
Saturday Yuin Folk Club Stage 5.30pm  
(Bushwhacked, Bothered and Bewildered Show)

WINDBORNE
Internationally acclaimed vocal 
group Windborne is known for the 
power and innovation of their 
arrangements, as well as their 
unrivalled mastery of polyphonic 
music from a variety of cultures. 
Their musical knowledge spans 
many countries and styles, but they 
remain deeply rooted in American 

folk singing traditions. The singers educate as they 
entertain, telling stories about the music and explaining 
the characteristics of the traditions in which they sing. 
They are adherents to folk music’s longtime association 
with social activism, in particular its ties to movements 
that champion the poor, the working class, and the 
disenfranchised.

Friday Gulaga 6.15pm
Saturday Biamanga 2.20pm
Saturday Yowrie 4.15pm (Workshop)
Sunday Yuin Folk Club Stage 3.30pm 
(Songs of Social Struggle)
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WORLDS COLLIDE
Worlds Collide is the intersection of 
our multicultural nation, seven 
cultures coming together creating 
new contemporary Australian 
music. They weave a global and 
contemporary sound into their 
infectious music, fusing culture, 
grooves, hip hop rhymes, melodic 
hooks and many languages into a 

fun, authentic and powerful experience. The seven-piece 
outfit couldn’t be more diverse if it tried. Featuring 
Yaw Derkyi (Ghana) on percussion and vocals, Colombian 
keys and vocals of Danny Telas, Uruguayan drummer 
Juan Andres, Ian ‘Esky’ Escandor (Philippines) is MC with 
Annamaria Gomez (Colombia) on vocals. Alongside 
Western Sydney sound pioneer Richard Petkovic 
producer/guitarist, is award winning bassist Jonathan 
Nanlohy, from Ambon, Indonesia. At the core of their 
message is inclusivity, cultural pride, and a celebration of 
diversity, with their music elevated by the socially 
conscious rhymes of Esky from the streets of 
Mount Druitt, making them uniquely Australian.

Friday Wandella 9.30pm
Saturday Wandella 10.30pm
Sunday Yowrie 11.30am (IFTE)
Sunday Biamanga 3.25pm

ZHANG LING AKA ‘BIG JOHN’
Zhang Ling, aka ‘Big John,’ is a 
blues/jazz musician and former 
bassist for the legendary 
Cui Jian Band, which has pioneered 
Chinese rock since the ‘80s. His 
original song ‘Drinking Blues’ on 
TV’s Sing My Song introduced blues 
to billions of Chinese viewers 
nationwide. With a passionate, 

soulful voice and deep bass lines rooted in Chicago blues, 
rock, and funk. Big John’s heartfelt originals express 
universal emotions through authentic Chinese blues 
storytelling. It’s our pleasure to bring China’s Mr Blues 
together with Howlin’ Mitch.

Saturday Wandella 7.10pm  
(East meets West, Howlin Mitch & Zhang Ling)

DON’T MISS THESE SPECIAL SHOWS

ACME INSTANT BLUEGRASS JAM: TRIBUTE TO NIGEL LEVER & TONY HUNTER | SATURDAY 11am | SESSION SHED

Come and celebrate the lives and music of Nigel Lever and Tony Hunter, beloved figures in Australia’s folk community.  

Led by Jenny Shimmin with Rosie McDonald and The High Street Drifters, this spirited session honours Nigel and Tony’s 

legacy through the music they loved most. Whether you’re picking, singing, or just soaking up the energy, this is bluegrass 

at its best – spontaneous, heartfelt, and driven by community. Help us celebrate lives well lived.

SONGS OF SOCIAL STRUGGLE | SUNDAY 3.30pm | YUIN FOLK CLUB STAGE

When passion meets purpose, music becomes a force for change. Join international harmony powerhouse Windborne, 

beloved local legends 40 Degrees South, and friends for an hour of songs that speak truth to power. From union halls 

to protest marches, from folk traditions to contemporary calls for justice, this collaborative session celebrates music’s 

enduring role in the fight for a better world. Expect soaring harmonies, stirring stories, and songs that remind us why we 

sing together.

BUSHWHACKED, BOTHERED AND BEWILDERED | SATURDAY 5.30pm | YUIN FOLK CLUB STAGE

Two giants of Australian folk tradition. Legendary storytellers Martyn Wyndham-Read and Warren Fahey join forces to 

weave tales from the bush, the city, and everywhere in between. With decades of collecting and preserving Australia’s 

musical heritage, these masters bring wit, wisdom, and songs you won’t hear anywhere else. Expect meandering yarns 

and deep connection to country and culture. Australian folklore at its finest—irreverent, poignant, and utterly captivating.

BLUES: EAST MEETS WEST | SATURDAY 7.10pm | WANDELLA 

When Chinese blues master Big John Zhang Ling joins forces with Australia’s own Howlin Mitch, magic happens. This 

rare cross-cultural collaboration bridges continents and traditions, exploring the universal language of the blues from the 

Mississippi Delta to modern Beijing. Two virtuosos, two cultures, one electrifying conversation in music. This is the kind of 

spontaneous, boundary-crossing performance that defines what makes Cobargo special.

THE LATE SHIFT | FRIDAY 11.15pm – 12.05am | SATURDAY 10.00pm – LATE | YUIN FOLK CLUB STAGE

When the rest of the festival winds down, the real party begins. Spontaneous. Unpredictable. Unforgettable. The Late Shift 

with Sam’s Caravan is where boundaries blur, collaborations ignite, and festival magic happens in the wee hours. 

Come and find out – anything could happen.

SPECIAL SHOWS
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