DIRECTOR'S HOT TIPS sy

From morning wellness sessions to hands-on workshops,
open mic opportunities, and engaging forums - there's
something for everyone at the festival. Whether you're
keen to learn new skills, share your talents, or simply
explore, dive in and make the most of your festival.

Not sure where to start?

Check out our Director's Hot Tips for inspiration.

CREST OF CROWS

After seeing them nearly 20 years ago, we've always
wanted to bring the fabulous Pigram Brothers from idyllic
Broome for another tour of the Eastern states. We think
we've nailed it with Crest of Crows - a Pigram family-led
collective, continuing a proud tradition of storytelling
through song. Led by siblings Naomi and Bart Pigram,
alongside bassist Stefanie Pigram and Perth drummer
Tayla Valenti, the group carries forward the saltwater
sounds of their roots, blending folk, country and rock with
lived experience and cultural depth. Drawing strength
from generations of music-making, Crest of Crows honour
the past while forging a bold new chapter in the Pigram

musical legacy.

DJINJINUURUN YANGAMUNG:
SPARKLING STARS SING

\We are honoured to present Djinjinuurun Yangamung:
Sparkling Stars Sing, a new concert curated and produced
by Uncle Warren Foster. This special celebration of

Yuin stories and culture features Mudjingaal Yangamba,
The Wallaga Dhaans and Nathan Lygon and is
accompanied by an original soundscape and stunning
digital projections from local artist, Scott Baker. Ancient
stories and contemporary artistry unite in this unique
showcase where traditional Yuin voices meet innovative

visual expression. A festival highlight not to be missed.

MANY CULTURES

Our festival celebrates folk and traditional music from

many cultures. This year we are excited to welcome to

Cobargo for the first time, EL Pony Pisador from Barcelona,

Hazara Sounds from South Australia, Svavar Knutur from
Iceland, Worlds Collide from Western Sydney and the
Laura Targett Band.

EL Pony Pisador (The Prancing Pony) from Barcelona
mixes various styles of folk and traditional music from
around the world. Established in 2013 and inspired by
groups like Flogging Molly, Dropkick Murphy’s and
their own Catalonian heritage, they perform an eclectic
mash-up with traditional instruments and filled with
humour from tavern culture, pirates, fantasy literature
and comics.

Hazara Sounds features leading Afghan musicians
presenting the unique music of the Hazara people of
Afghanistan. Their music differs from other Afghan
ethnicities with a more Central Asian style based on the

2 string tanpura. The music has been developed in recent
times with tablas and harmoniums as well as modern
keyboards keeping the essential feel. Joined by Keith
Preston (Farhan Shah and Sufi Oz) and Josh Bennett

(BluGuru) this is another act not to be missed.

We met Icelandic musician, Svavar Knutur, two years ago
and decided on the spot that we needed to bring him

to Cobargo. A skilled storyteller and songwriter, Svavar
sings in Icelandic and English, bringing to life his Icelandic
heritage and his unique take on the human condition

in a way that will have you laughing and crying at the
same time.

A chance conversation with Richard Petkovic - from the
Sydney-based Cultural Arts Collective - introduced us

to World's Collide, a cross-cultural musical fusion from
Western Sydney that features seven cultures coming
together to create new, contemporary Australian music.
\¥/e hope to build on our connection with Richard and this

amazing group of performers in coming years.

And finally, we are thrilled to welcome Laura Targett

to Cobargo with her band, featuring Greg Sheehan on
percussion, Tom Botting on bass, Ben Stephenson flute
and bodhran and Oscar Eager on trumpet and piano.
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THE MOST
BEAUTIFUL INSTRUMENT

Hans Christian Andersen said ‘the human voice is the most
beautiful instrument of all' - though he also noted it's the

most difficult to play.

This festival celebrates voice in all its forms. Experience
the lush harmonies of US-based Windborne and our
own 40 Degrees South, the raucous seafaring energy

of Randy Dandy Shanties and the powerful vocals

of Bega Valley Male Voice Choir and the women's
Riverbend Choir celebrating this precious life on Sunday.

Catch the Songs of Social Struggle at the Yuin Folk Club,
or With Shanties and Rousing Chorus and Hillybilly
Harmonies, or join Monique Clare as she teaches harmony
parts before putting her brand new choir to the test in

front of a live audience.

THEME CONCERTS

e love theme concerts and this year we have THREE
- a tribute to the late, great Hank Williams brought to
you by troubadour Andy Baylor and the Hard Travellin’
Troubadours. When Hank Williams left the world in

the backseat of his Cadillac out on the Lost Highway in
1953, he bequeathed a body of work that has been an
inspiration to us ever since. Andy will be joined on stage
by an all-star cast of HW tragics. Andy is also providing
a workshop on tunes and songs from his time living

in Louisiana.

The second themed concert welcomes back former
CFF Artistic Director, Dave Crowden and The Figmentz
in an Allyou need is Love: Beatles Singalong featuring
some guest performers. The Figmentz will also be
performing their awesome Talking Heads tribute on
Saturday night. Featuring a stellar lineup of passionate,
skilled musicians, this high-energy Celebration of the
Songs of Talking Heads will have you dancing, singing
along and soaking up the hits you know and love.

‘The world isn't logical, it's a song’' David Byrne

There's so much more to enjoy so browse the program
and start planning! Or treat the program as a lucky dip
and see what comes up!

We promise that it is all good stuff!

CALLING ALL SINGERS

SITE CHANGES

We've made a few more changes to the festival site this
year, learning from our experience of last year and acting
on your feedback in the visitor surveys. We do take note of
the survey information so please don't forget to fill it in.

This year you'll notice more distance between the
Biamanga main stage and the Wandella venue. We've
done this to reduce sound spill and allow a slightly bigger
area for the food village.

We've rejigged the Food Village in response to feedback
from vendors and visitors. We hope this will make it
easier to find the food vendors as well as build the village
atmosphere that generated such positive feedback last
year. The Cobargo Rural Fire Brigade will continue to
provide their snags and rissole burgers just across from
Spooners Festival Bar. This is a major fundraiser for the
Fire Brigade, so please be sure to support them during
the festival

We've also created a Festival Market on the sandy area
on the Arena, with food, crafts, vintage clothing and other
market stalls. Festival stalls will also line Pete Seeger
Street as usual, so do make sure to support these stalls as
well. We love all our stallholders who work hard to keep
us nourished in body and soul.

Those who came last year will know that the ‘rustic’

old toilet/shower block beside the Gulaga has been
replaced by a shiny new facility. This is part of efforts by
the Cobargo Show Society, the Cobargo Showground
Land Manager and the Yuin Folk Club to upgrade facilities
on site, improve access, and increase the disaster
preparedness of the village.

THE NOOK IS HERE!

Festival-goers have consistently asked for more shade
and space to relax, so this year we're introducing a new
chillout space, The Nook. You'll find this comfy space
outside the Yowrie workshop venue - perfect for taking a

breather from the festivities.

On Saturday, the Cobargo Preschool will provide cool
drinks and sandwiches in The Nook as a fundraiser for
the preschool. Please support our local community.

Join Randy Dandy Shanties for a Friday night sing in the Gulaga 10.45pm, and singing legends

Judy Pinder and Margaret Walters With Shanties and Rousing Chorus Saturday The Yarnin' 6.30pm.
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