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POETRY

THE YARNIN' TENT

Find your way to the Yarnin' Tent to hear poetry that
explores the big issues: gender, culture and ethnicity,
race, climate change, and environment. Poetry of dissent,
rebellion, and revolution. And poetry that arises from the
domestic and local - the topics of the kitchen table.

With Jacqui Malins as MC, you'll experience unforgettable
performances from nationally recognised poets

Melinda Smith, Gabrielle Journey Jones, Robyn Sykes,
Phil Inn and Kimberly K Williams.

From classic bush poetry to slam, modern performance,
and contemporary lyric — all delivered with panache, style
and humour.

Saturday and Sunday feature performance sets from our
acclaimed Festival poets, alongside workshops where
working poets share their skills and creative approaches.

Come for the poetry. Stay for the conversation.
Leave inspired.
Saturday & Sunday

POETS BREAKFAST

Start your Saturday and Sunday mornings at this classic
open mic session in the Yarnin' Tent. Join our Festival
poets and local voices for breakfast and verse.

Poets at all levels are welcome to take two minutes at the
microphone to perform their own work or recite a classic
bush poem.

Sign up on the day.

Saturday & Sunday 8.00am

IDEAS FROM THE

The best conversations happen in circles, where everyone
has a voice and nobody has all the answers. For nearly a
decade, IDEAS FROM THE EDGE (IFTE) has created space
for conversations that matter - where musicians, writers,
farmers, activists, and thinkers explore big questions and
discover new ways of seeing the world. Both sessions are
Sunday morning at the Yowrie.

PANEL DISCUSSION:
KEEPING LIVE MUSIC ALIVE -
FROM CAMPFIRE TO MAIN STAGE

Moderated by: Joe Muller Managing Director, Music NSW/,

Board Member Green Music Australia
- Dave O'Neill former Artistic Director, National Folk

Festival, musician/composer

+ Val McGarry Band Aide Management

- Felicity Dowd Singer-songwriter

- Kate Burke Singer-songwriter

- Naomi Pigram-Mitchell Pigram Productions

How do regional artists build sustainable careers in folk
and roots music? What role do mentors and community
networks play? How can the industry embrace greener
festivals and carbon-conscious touring across Australia’s
vast distances? Festival directors, artists, and industry
leaders tackle these challenges and celebrate solutions
keeping live music alive.

Sunday Yowrie 10.15am

IDEAS FROM THE EDGE:

HARMONY IN DISCORD -

THE ROLE OF MUSIC, ART AND
CULTURE IN A FRACTURED WORLD

Moderated by: Leigh Small Executive Director, Four Winds
- Zena Armstrong Director, Cobargo Folk Festival

- Sandra Renew Poetry and Politics

- Richard Petkovic Worlds Collide

- Scott Baker Digital Artist

- Kyarna Singer/songwriter, Yuin Nation

In times of division, what role do music, art, and culture
play in healing and bringing people together? Can a
folk festival become a laboratory for innovation and
sustainable living?

Our panellists share how they're using creative practice to
not just reflect our challenges, but actively reshape them.

Sunday Yowrie 11.30am
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