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WORLDS COLLIDE
Worlds Collide is the intersection of 
our multicultural nation, seven 
cultures coming together creating 
new contemporary Australian 
music. They weave a global and 
contemporary sound into their 
infectious music, fusing culture, 
grooves, hip hop rhymes, melodic 
hooks and many languages into a 

fun, authentic and powerful experience. The seven-piece 
outfit couldn’t be more diverse if it tried. Featuring 
Yaw Derkyi (Ghana) on percussion and vocals, Colombian 
keys and vocals of Danny Telas, Uruguayan drummer 
Juan Andres, Ian ‘Esky’ Escandor (Philippines) is MC with 
Annamaria Gomez (Colombia) on vocals. Alongside 
Western Sydney sound pioneer Richard Petkovic 
producer/guitarist, is award winning bassist Jonathan 
Nanlohy, from Ambon, Indonesia. At the core of their 
message is inclusivity, cultural pride, and a celebration of 
diversity, with their music elevated by the socially 
conscious rhymes of Esky from the streets of 
Mount Druitt, making them uniquely Australian.

Friday Wandella 9.30pm
Saturday Wandella 10.30pm
Sunday Yowrie 11.30am (IFTE)
Sunday Biamanga 3.25pm

ZHANG LING AKA ‘BIG JOHN’
Zhang Ling, aka ‘Big John,’ is a 
blues/jazz musician and former 
bassist for the legendary 
Cui Jian Band, which has pioneered 
Chinese rock since the ‘80s. His 
original song ‘Drinking Blues’ on 
TV’s Sing My Song introduced blues 
to billions of Chinese viewers 
nationwide. With a passionate, 

soulful voice and deep bass lines rooted in Chicago blues, 
rock, and funk. Big John’s heartfelt originals express 
universal emotions through authentic Chinese blues 
storytelling. It’s our pleasure to bring China’s Mr Blues 
together with Howlin’ Mitch.

Saturday Wandella 7.10pm  
(East meets West, Howlin Mitch & Zhang Ling)

DON’T MISS THESE SPECIAL SHOWS

ACME INSTANT BLUEGRASS JAM: TRIBUTE TO NIGEL LEVER & TONY HUNTER | SATURDAY 11am | SESSION SHED

Come and celebrate the lives and music of Nigel Lever and Tony Hunter, beloved figures in Australia’s folk community.  

Led by Jenny Shimmin with Rosie McDonald and The High Street Drifters, this spirited session honours Nigel and Tony’s 

legacy through the music they loved most. Whether you’re picking, singing, or just soaking up the energy, this is bluegrass 

at its best – spontaneous, heartfelt, and driven by community. Help us celebrate lives well lived.

SONGS OF SOCIAL STRUGGLE | SUNDAY 3.30pm | YUIN FOLK CLUB STAGE

When passion meets purpose, music becomes a force for change. Join international harmony powerhouse Windborne, 

beloved local legends 40 Degrees South, and friends for an hour of songs that speak truth to power. From union halls 

to protest marches, from folk traditions to contemporary calls for justice, this collaborative session celebrates music’s 

enduring role in the fight for a better world. Expect soaring harmonies, stirring stories, and songs that remind us why we 

sing together.

BUSHWHACKED, BOTHERED AND BEWILDERED | SATURDAY 5.30pm | YUIN FOLK CLUB STAGE

Two giants of Australian folk tradition. Legendary storytellers Martyn Wyndham-Read and Warren Fahey join forces to 

weave tales from the bush, the city, and everywhere in between. With decades of collecting and preserving Australia’s 

musical heritage, these masters bring wit, wisdom, and songs you won’t hear anywhere else. Expect meandering yarns 

and deep connection to country and culture. Australian folklore at its finest—irreverent, poignant, and utterly captivating.

BLUES: EAST MEETS WEST | SATURDAY 7.10pm | WANDELLA 

When Chinese blues master Big John Zhang Ling joins forces with Australia’s own Howlin Mitch, magic happens. This 

rare cross-cultural collaboration bridges continents and traditions, exploring the universal language of the blues from the 

Mississippi Delta to modern Beijing. Two virtuosos, two cultures, one electrifying conversation in music. This is the kind of 

spontaneous, boundary-crossing performance that defines what makes Cobargo special.

THE LATE SHIFT | FRIDAY 11.15pm – 12.05am | SATURDAY 10.00pm – LATE | YUIN FOLK CLUB STAGE

When the rest of the festival winds down, the real party begins. Spontaneous. Unpredictable. Unforgettable. The Late Shift 

with Sam’s Caravan is where boundaries blur, collaborations ignite, and festival magic happens in the wee hours. 

Come and find out – anything could happen.

SPECIAL SHOWS
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